The radiology of intracranial tuberculosis in children.
Radiology provides valuable clues to the correct diagnosis of intracranial tuberculosis. Twenty-three children with this problem were reviewed. Fifteen had meningitis, 12 of whom had abnormal chest radiographs, nine of them suggestive of tuberculosis. Common neuroradiologic findings were minor suture separation, abnormal activity in the region of the sylvian fissure on brain scans, mild ventricular dilatation, and vasculitis. Among the eight patients with tuberculomas, abnormal chest radiographs were less common. Neuroradiologic abnormalities included evidence of increased intracranial pressure on skull radiographs, focal deep lesions on brain scans, and hydrocephalus and mass lesions on air studies. Most tuberculomas were calcified one year later.